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MERCURY BAY ART ESCAPE 

OPEN art  
STUDIOS

OPEN STUDIOS:  
Saturday, Sunday and Monday 
7–9 March and 14–16 March 2026, 10am – 4pm

VISIT OVER 50 ARTISTS FROM  
PAUANUI TO WHANGAPOUA

2026 TRAIL GUIDE

20TH ANNIVERSARY



In 2006, the ideas and initiative of two 
local artists, Betty Collings and Dave 
Fowell established the first open art 
studio weekends which has evolved 
into the popular annual event that is 
today’s Mercury Bay Art Escape. In 2026 
we celebrate our 20th anniversary and 
give appreciation for the hard work, 
dedication and commitment of Trustees 
and artists, past and present over the last 
20 years. 

Our local business community has 
backed Art Escape for 20 years with 
sponsorship, donations and support.  
See the local sponsors listed in this guide 
and give them your support. 

Art Escape 2026 builds on 20 years of 
successful open studios and this year 
showcases over 50 talented local artists. 
The art has evolved over the years into a  
range of exciting and eclectic mediums 
including oil painting, printmaking, 
weaving, glasswork, iron sculpture, clay 
artistry, photography, wood, jewellery, 
mosaics and mixed media. 

Mercury Bay Art Escape acknowledges 
the patronage of Michael Smither CNZM, 
and the renowned Samoan artist Fatu 
Feu’u ONZM. 

2026 MERCURY  
BAY ART ESCAPE - 
20TH ANNIVERSARY 

Dick Frizzell is one of New Zealand’s 
most well-known and celebrated artists. 
With his remarkable repertoire he has 
created some of our country’s most 
iconic art. Tapping the New Zealand 
psyche, he draws on our landscapes, 
Kiwiana, Māori art, abstract and mixes 
high art with popular culture.

Tickets available from December 2025 
at Hot Waves Café, Hot Water Beach, 

Or online at : 
www.mercurybayartescape.com 

Or email: 
admin@mercurybayartescape.com

The Gala Opening features music,  
food and drink, the opportunity to meet 
with artists and view and purchase 
showcase art. 

GALA OPENING NIGHT 
6pm Friday 6th March 
Hot Waves Café & Gallery,  
Hot Water Beach 

KEYNOTE SPEAKER
DICK FRIZZELL

mercurybayartescape.com

facebook.com/mercurybayartescape

instagram.com/mercurybayartescape



Selling homes in a place we call

Residential / Commercial / Rural / Property Services

Experience Altogether Better
07 866 0098  | coromandel.bayleys.co.nz
MH REALTY LTD, BAYLEYS, LICENSED UNDER THE REA ACT 2008

Proudly Kiwi owned and locally operated.
In real estate, they say it takes local knowledge to do a job 
right. At Bayleys, we’re 100% New Zealand owned and locally 
operated – so if you’re looking for an expert who knows their 
stuff and knows your neighbourhood, you’re in the right place. 



To inspire and encourage young local 
artists, MBAE sponsors an annual 
scholarship for a Year 12 student from 
Mercury Bay Area School. This offers 
a unique opportunity for the student 
to work and learn from Art Escape 
mentors, exhibit their work at the  
Art Escape Showcase and receive  
art supplies.

In further support of art in the local 
community, MBAE organises an 
annual exhibition of art by Mercury 
Bay Area School art students at  
Hot Waves Café, Hot Water Beach in 
December. See social media and the 
website for exact dates.

MBAE SCHOLARSHIP

STUDENT EXHIBITION

2025 MBAE Scholarship: Isobel Warwood

Finding our artists is easy — just look 
for the official Mercury Bay Art Escape 
flags marking each studio.

See local maps at the back of the guide.

LOOK OUT FOR  
THE OFFICIAL BLUE 
ART ESCAPE FLAG

This year, artist studios will be open  
for three days each weekend  
— Saturday, Sunday, Monday —

OPEN 3 DAYS  
EACH WEEKEND!

Many artists can be visited by 
appointment throughout the year.

See our website for details:

www.mercurybayartescape.com/artist

VISIT OUR ARTISTS 
THROUGHOUT  
THE YEAR



Mobile:     027 733 9955
Email:        
Profile:      www.bayleys.co.nz/agents/lea-jurkovich-3529

MH Realty Ltd, Bayleys, Licenced under the REAA 2008

3 Rewiti Drive, 
The Waterways, Whitianga
Open 8am-Late 7 Days a Week

info@basker.co.nz  |  www.basker.co.nz 

Serving beach, 
food and drinks 
since 2023.

This summer come and soak up the sun at Basker. 
Start your day with a smooth Allpress coffee at sunrise 
and chill out with a Peroni on tap or a refreshing 
margarita as the day winds down. With a vibrant, laid 
back atmosphere, great sounds, and a delicious array 
of tapas, Basker is the perfect place to take in 
Whitianga’s stunning sunsets. Whether you’re catching 
up with friends, taking the kids to the park, or simply 
relaxing solo, there’s always a spot to bask at Basker.



1 Mount Avenue
Pauanui
021 033 9941
johnnoragrieve@gmail.com

Nora Grieve NEW
Painting
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Logan Humphrey NEW
Metal Sculpture

Pauanui Information Centre 
23 Centreway, Pauanui
020 4138 4544
rustic_soul@outlook.com
www.rusticsoul.nz

2

Pauanui Information Centre 
23 Centreway 
Pauanui
027 504 1086
sdixon17062@gmail.com

Sam Dixon NEW 
Painting & Drawing

3

mercurybayartescape.com
admin@mercurybayartescape.com
mercurybayartescape         mercurybayartescape

LOOK OUT FOR THE OFFICIAL BLUE ART ESCAPE  
FLAG OUTSIDE THE ARTIST’S STUDIO.

Paul Schrader NEW
Photography

68B Vista Paku
Pauanui 
027 498 8016
creativeimagesbypaulcschrader@gmail.com
www.creativeimagesbypaulcschrader.space

4



Issue 1088
Circulation 8800

(07) 866 2090
info@theinformer.co.nzConnecting communities across the Coromandel PeninsulaYour weekly 

community 
newspaper 
– proudly 
locally 
owned & 
operated

Your weekly 
community 
newspaper 

www.theinformer.co.nz
P: 07 866 2090 • M: 027 271 6182 • E: info@theinformer.co.nzP: 07 866 2090 • M: 027 271 6182 • E: info@theinformer.co.nz

Look for 
your FREE
copy of our 

Your Summer 
Magazine
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kat@createdigital .nz

021 781 313

Taking care  of the

‘digita l  stuff’  so  you

can focus  on what  you

do best!

www.createdigital .nz

Email Marketing

Social Media Management

Website management /  SEO

Blogs / Articles / Content

Marketing Images / Design

Virtual Assistant



5
Kate Hill
Painting, Print & Mixed Media

45a Main Road
Tairua
021 034 8776
k.hill@xtra.co.nz
www.artfindnz.co.nz

TA
IR

U
A

  

Art Workshops & Retreats @SaltyArt.Studio
Join a workshop or immerse yourself in a full Artist’s Experience 
with a unique overnight stay in our luxury art studio. Turn a 
week/weekend into your personal residency with art supplies 
& inspiration at hand. Nestled under lush hops, our studio & 
workshop space are designed to spark imagination and awaken 
your creative spirit. Tairua based.
www.saltyart.studio  |  e: info@SaltyArt.Studio  |  021-274-2808

Jean McCann
Painting

242 Main Rd
Tairua
021 897 204
jean.mccann@xtra.co.nz
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Souzie Speerstra
Painting

47 Rewa Rewa Valley Rd
Tairua
027 369 3607
souzieart@gmail.com

6

Susan Dunster 
Painting & Printmaking

217 Main Rd
Tairua
027 638 7695
susan_dunster@xtra.co.nz
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Debbie Emslie
Watercolour Painting & Printmaking 

4 Pacific Drive 
Tairua
021 181 2355
debbemslie@gmail.com
www.debbieemslie.com
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Proud to host and display a stunning gallery of art by the 
Mercury Bay Art Escape Members.
Nestled along the heart of the iconic Coromandel coastline, our 
cafe is a sweet little oasis, tucked away within native  
New Zealand flora and fauna.
Hot Waves Cafe is the perfect spot to take a break and reset. 
Stop by and enjoy our fabulous menu, check out our beautiful 
display of local art and gifts, and enjoy this little piece of 
paradise at Hot Water Beach.

Jennifer Panther
Painting

2 Hapenui Rd 
Tairua 
021 101 7100
jenniferpantherart@gmail.com
www.jenniferpantherart.com
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Michael Harrison
Painting & Mixed Media

238 Paku Drive 
Tairua
021 132 5027
michaelharrisonartist@gmail.com

12

9
Jessie Macaw
Painting

242 Main Rd
Tairua
021 121 0385
jessie@doodlingpainter.com
www.doodlingpainter.com



Sarah Gordon 
Painting & Oil pastels

18 Panorama Avenue  
Ferry Landing
027 606 7173
sjgordondesign@gmail.com
www.sarahgordonart.com
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Jane Martin
Painting

149 Captain Cook Rd 
Cooks Beach
021 239 1909
nzjane@gmail.com 
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Kay de Blaauw
Painting & Printmaking

28 Riverview Rd 
Cooks Beach
027 599 0098
kaydeblaauwart@yahoo.co.nz
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Penny Vergeest NEW
Pottery

1134 Purangi Rd
Ferry Landing
021 509 249
hello@thepotteryshed.co.nz
www.thepotteryshed.co.nz
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Sharon Graham
Painting

9 Admiral Drive
Cooks Beach
021 959 740
shas.graham@gmail.com

17



95.1 FMEAST 
COAST 94.0 FMWEST 

COAST

YOUR LOCAL 
RADIO STATION
Owned by locals, operated by locals and 

broadcasting 24 hours a day, 7 days a week. 

CFM is your go-to for local information. 
Tune in, check our website at cfm.co.nz or 

our Facebook page @coromandelscfm.

DOWNLOAD 
THE APP

GO TO 
CFM.CO.NZ/APP



Ginney Deavoll
Painting

2 Lois Lane 
Hahei
022 065 4717
ginneydeavoll@gmail.com
www.ginneydeavoll.com
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Rita Deavoll NEW
Sculpture

2 Lois Lane  
Hahei
021 105 7013
d.deavoll@xtra.co.nz
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Jeff Lockhart NEW
Painting, Printmaking & Sculpture

29 Pa Rd 
Hahei
020 4163 5512
jeff.g.lockhart@gmail.com
www.lockhart.co.nz
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Carroll DePape
Weaving

33 Grierson Close 
Hahei
027 601 1988
carroll.depape@gmail.com
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Caroline Courtney NEW
Painting & Ceramic Sculpture

30 Grierson Close 
Hahei
027 575 8557
carolinecourtney@xtra.co.nz
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Betty Collings
Ceramics 
OPEN WHEN FLAG IS OUT

17 Patricia Place 
Hahei
07 866 3043
2b@bettycollings.com
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A family owned gem featuring a brewery, distillery, bar  
and restaurant 
Discover craft beer and  delicious food at The Pourhouse 
Coromandel Brewing Company and restaurant and enjoy the 
cosy indoor vibe and outdoor garden area.
Where craft meets community in the heart of the Coromandel

To Book - Text or Call on : 021 035 1338

Barry Hishon
Artisan Blacksmith & Fibre Creations

47 Grange Rd 
Hahei
027 478 8940
barrysforge.hahei@gmail.com
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Annie Smits Sandano
Painting, Ceramics & Printmaking 

400 Lees Rd 
Hahei
021 022 32714 
anniesandano@gmail.com
www.anniesmitssandano.com
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Jane Parson
Painting & Printmaking

400 Lees Rd 
Hahei
021 228 6644
janeparsonart@gmail.com
www.janeparsonart.co.nz
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Sally Samins
Painting & Mixed Media

69 Radar Road  
Hot Water Beach
021 166 5386
sally@sallysamins.com
www.sallysamins.com

Hot Waves Café & Gallery
SHOWCASE EXHIBITION 

8 Pye Place, Hot Water Beach
07-866 3887
harpersinhotty@gmail.com
Venue for Opening Gala, Friday 6 March 2026
and Showcase Exhibition 
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Forsyth Barr is a majority staff and NZ-owned NZX firm 
providing a full range of investment and wealth management 
services including portfolio management, investment advice, 
sharebroking, research, investment banking, cash management, 
investment funds, digital investing and Summer KiwiSaver. 
Founded in 1936, Forsyth Barr has 25 offices across New 
Zealand, employing over 600 people and managing or advising 
on over $35 billion of clients’ investments.
www.forsythbarr.co.nz  |  0800 367 227

LOOK OUT FOR THE OFFICIAL  
BLUE ART ESCAPE FLAG OUTSIDE 
THE ARTIST’S STUDIO.

Hot Water Beach TOP 10 is a multi award-winning holiday park 
located only 700m from the world renown Hot Water Beach. 
9 different accommodation options to suit any holiday maker. 
Year round heated pool complex and a vast array of facilities, 
events and amenities found nowhere else on the Coromandel.

hotwaterbeachtop10.co.nz | 0800 246 823 
info@hotwaterbeachtop10.co.nz



Verena Tagmann
Painting & Printmaking

The Whitehouse  
2321A Highway 25 Tairua-Whitianga
Coroglen
021 810 813
v.tagmann@gmail.com
www.artfindnz.co.nz
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An enjoyable fresh approach to viewing artworks surrounded 
by a collection of eclectic, old, mid-century and new treasures. 
A walk in the gardens allows an unexpected view of the 
estuary and a place to rest. Hosted and created by Paula 
McNeill. A surprise awaits!
Opens Labour Weekend 2025. 
2321A Highway 25, Coroglen. Tairua-Whitianga 
p.0276507247 e.paula.mcneill@xtra.co.nz 
w.whitehousecollectables.com

Home of Fine Art  
and Collectables

Alan & Julia Rhodes
Pottery

1369 State Highway 25
Whenuakite
027 685 7712
027 427 1393
ajpotterz@yahoo.co.nz
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Claire Bryers
Pottery

2843b Tairua Whitianga Rd
Kaimarama,
027 3515 352
clairebryers@outlook.co.nz
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Paula McNeill
Mixed Media & Printmaking

The Whitehouse  
2321A Highway 25 Tairua-Whitianga
Coroglen
027 650 7247
paula.mcneill@xtra.co.nz  
www.whitehousecollectables.com
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hotwaterbeachtop10.co.nz | 0800 246 823 
info@hotwaterbeachtop10.co.nz
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Caroline Peacocke NEW
Painting & Printmaking

GJ Gardner Show Home
279 Kupe Drive
Whitianga
021 521 886
caroline@coppermesh.co.nz
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Helena James
Raranga Weaver

GJ Gardner Show Home
279 Kupe Drive
Whitianga
027 936 6835  
helenaoranga5@gmail.com
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Kate Beauchamp
Photography

GJ Gardner Show Home
279 Kupe Drive
Whitianga
021 0296 2356
katebeauchampphotography@gmail.com

36

3 Romeo Place
Whitianga
027 802 9384 
info@karenmacaw.com
www.karenmacaw.com

Karen Macaw NEW
Black and White Photography & Drawing

33

We are a family owned and operated independent cinema 
playing a wide selection of movies to suit the whole whānau.  

Come and sit in air-conditioned comfort and enjoy our large 
screens with digital projection and Dolby surround sound. 
Enjoy a glass of beer or wine or indulge in the reasonably 
priced snacks from the candy bar.

1A Lee Street, Whitianga. 07 867 1001



Sharon Wright
Soft Pastel, Photography & Printmaking

GJ Gardiner Showhome  
279 Kupe Drive
Whitianga
027 467 1602
shaz.mckenzie@xtra.co.nz
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Peter Augustin
Painting, Printmaking & Jewellery

52 Springbok Avenue 
Whitianga
021 2063 603
augustingallery@augustin-muller.com
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Mark & Sandra Hosking
Lampworking & Fusing Glass

15 Haddon Crescent 
Whitianga
021 590 851
sunflowerglassstudionz@gmail.com
www.sunflowerglassstudionz.com
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9 Members of  
Whitianga Art Group
Acrylic and Oil Painting & Weaving

23 School Road 
Whitianga
Margaret Gibson 
027 6351615 
margib7@gmail.com
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Welcome to the wonderful world of Local Art/ New Zealand 
made. Owned and run by artist Monique Rush.
Explore paintings, prints, ceramics, jewellery, mosaics, 
woodwork, metal art, photography, and more. A vibrant, 
sensory experience to inspire and delight—find the perfect 
gift or unique piece for your home or garden.
Feel-good vibes, always. See you soon with a smile!
17 Monk Street, Whitianga. 021 827 600



Ian Webster
Sculpture

325 Kuaotunu Wharekaho Rd
Kuaotunu
07 866 5344
claystudio325@gmail.com 
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Gaylene Lonergan
Silk Painting 

11 Ohinau Drive 
Opito Bay
021 0256 8638
gaylenelonerganart@gmail.com
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Warwick Lidgard
Painting

Waiari Way  
191 Bluff Road, Rings Beach
021166 0286
w.lidgard@icloud.com
www.warwicklidgard.art

44

Annemieke Kregting
Upcycled Mosaic 

114 Kuaotunu Wharekaho Rd
Kuaotunu 
027 600 6959
mieke.kreg@gmail.com
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The local experts for all your photographic needs: 
Archival Fine Art Prints, UV Coated Canvas Prints,  
Photo Restoration, High-res Scanning, Binoculars, 
Cameras and Film.
We also include Passport photos, prints from phone, 
camera accessories and frames.
For all enquiries: stephensons.unichem@gmail.com  
or call 07 866 5319



Shirley Cresswell
Painting

Open Sat & Sun both weekends
148 Harbour Drive 
Matarangi
027 2832 932
artist@shirleycresswell.com
www.shirleycresswell.com
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Donna McKelvey
48

Photography/Printmaking & Painting

113 McMahon Ave
Whangapoua
022 3534 277
donnamck@ps.gen.nz      

Vanessa Graham
Ceramics

538 Te Rerenga Kuaotunu Rd
Otapaurau
021 506 995
scruffyvanessa@hotmail.com

46

Liz Klein
Ceramics

538 Te Rerenga Kuaotunu Rd
Otapaurau
021 117 4576
lizbruce09@gmail.com
www.littlekina.com
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See the World with YOU – Your Local Travel Experts
At YOU Travel & Cruise Whitianga, we’re proud to be 100% 
Kiwi owned and operated, helping YOU explore the world with 
confidence and ease. Whether you’re dreaming of a rail journey 
through Europe, a tropical cruise escape, or a quick getaway across 
the Tasman – our dedicated travel advisors are here to make it 
happen. From flights and accommodation to tailor-made holidays,  
we take care of every detail. Because no one sees the world like YOU.
Pop in and see us – let’s plan your next adventure!



5

6

7

8,9

10

12

4

1

2,3

11

TAIRUA / PAUANUI



29

32

30
31

2820

18
19

22
21

23

27

HAHEI HOT WATER BEACH
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KUAOTUNU | RINGS BEACH | OPITO BAY  
MATARANGI | OTAPAURAU | WHANGAPOUA



Offering luxury boutique accommodation, take in the view from the minute you step through the door.

A choice of three relaxing rooms, and a seperate studio, choose from;  
a queen with ensuite, a super king with ensuite or a twin king single with private bathroom.  

Relax on your private deck while taking in the spectacular seaviews.

Studio accommodation boasts privacy with a private entrance, private deck with seaviews.  
The Studio has a queen bed and is self catering. Breakfast is included.

Take the 25 minute walk from Kuaotunu Bay Lodge to the heart of Kuaotunu Village. Visit the iconic  
Lukes Kitchen to enjoy local music, pizza and your choice of local craft beers or a glass of wine.

8 Kuaotunu Wharekaho Road, Kuaotunu | info@kuaotunubay.co.nz | www.kuaotunubay.co.nz | 0273 224 514

kuaotunubaylodgeKuaotunu Bay Lodge



www.mercurybayartescape.com

Thank you 
to our sponsors
GOLD

SILVER

Proudly locally owned and operated theinformer.co.nz @theinformernz

BRONZE


